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Admission Policy

St. Padarn’s Roman Catholic Primary School 

Admission Policy
Overview
St. Padarn’s is a Catholic Primary School situated in the Diocese of Menevia and is maintained by Ceredigion Local Authority. The ethos of this school is Catholic. The school was founded by the Catholic Church to provide education for children of Catholic families. We ask all parents applying for a place here to support and respect this ethos, its importance to the school community and the education it provides.
a) The admission of children to school is controlled by an ‘Admission Authority’. In the case of St. Padarn’s School, the Admission Authority is the governing body of the school. They are responsible for determining and administrating the policy relating to admission of pupils to the school. It is guided in that responsibility by:

· the requirement of the law.
· the advice of the Diocesan Trustees on the nature and purpose of its duties and in  

                      fulfilment of its Trust Deed and Instrument of Government. 
·  its duty towards the school and Catholic community it serves. 
· the Catholic character of the school and its Mission Statement.
b) Parents may express a preference for the school and the admission authority must meet the

           preference unless to do so would prejudice the provision of efficient education or the  

           efficient use of resources. If there is room and resources in the school the place will be 
           provided. All prospective parents should express a preference in writing – School admission 
           application forms are provided by the school in the school prospectus and Ceredigion admission 
           forms are sent with the prospectus.
           Parents will be informed in writing by the school of the outcome of their admission application.

c) Places will be allocated up to the school’s admission number. However,  should the number of applications exceed the admission number the following oversubscription criteria, listed in priority order, will be used to allocate places, remembering that as a Catholic School it is our obligation to provide a Catholic education for baptised Catholic children and therefore, Catholic children will always have the first right to admission. However, all children have to apply for a place through the Admissions Committee, which is a sub-committee of the Board of Governors.  If the school is named in a statement of Special Educational Needs, the Governing Body has a duty to admit the child to the school.
· Catholic children of compulsory school age who have a brother or sister presently in the school. This includes half-siblings, step siblings adoptive and foster children living in the same house.
· Catholic children of compulsory school age.
· Children regarded by the board of governors, on the basis of supporting evidence provided by parents and / or statutory agencies, as having special circumstances e.g. Looked after pupil; the school for which a preference has been expressed is the nearest suitable school; cases referred by Social Services or the relevant medical officer where the admission to a particular school is necessary for the medical or social well-being of the child. In such cases a
letter from a registered health professional such as a doctor or social worker will be required, which provides supporting evidence in order that full consideration can be given to the case.
      In the event of a tie, a place will be offered to the pupil who lives nearest to the school. All   

      distances will be measured by the shortest walking distance between the nearest school gate and 
      the point where the pupil’s dwelling meets the public highway.

      Should the School not be able to offer a place to a child during the normal admission round their     

      name will be kept on a waiting list until 31st August prior to the start of the relevant academic 
      year. 

      Priority for places will be given according to the above criteria and not according to the date on 
      which the application for a place was originally submitted. Overseas pupils shall be admitted to a 
      school where appropriate provision can reasonably be made to meet their needs.

      The School does not permit admissions by selection or banding nor based on the interview of 
      parents or financial contribution to the school.
Admission Number and Capacity
Admission numbers are calculated based on the Welsh Government formula which is directly linked to the school’s capacity. Admissions to the school are the responsibility of the Governing Body. The number of pupils to be admitted annually shall be determined by the admission number which shall be revised annually by the LA and the Governing Body in consultation with the Diocesan Council for Education. The admission number is currently 19. The official capacity of the school is 134 pupils.

Deadline for Receipt of Primary Admission Applications
The deadline for receipt of applications for admissions to primary schools in January, April or

September 2015 will be 30th April 2014. Applications for admission during the 2016 calendar

year will be required by 30th April 2015. Admissions will take place termly. All applications for the School will be considered together following the deadline. In the event of oversubscription, the criteria shown earlier are applied.

Early and Late Applications
Priority will not be given to applications based on the date order in which they were received.

Applications submitted after the closing date will be considered after the applications submitted

on time.

Admissions at Other Times
Admissions to schools outside the normal cycle e.g. for those moving into the county, will be considered in the same way as those applying for entry at the usual time.

Deferred Entry
Parents may apply for a school place for a child who is not of compulsory school age (5 years) and the admissions authority, at the request of the parent, may agree to the child deferring entry to the reception class until he/she is of compulsory school age. The effect of this is that the place is held for that child and is not available for another child.

Appeals
If parents are unsuccessful in obtaining a place for their child at the school then they will be notified in writing of the reason(s) why a place has not been secured and of their right of an independent appeal. Any appeal against non-admission to the school must be made in writing within ten days of the date of notification that an application for a place was unsuccessful. The letter of appeal should be addressed to The Chair of Governors, c/o St. Padarn’s RCP School, Llanbadarn Road, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion SY23 1EZ
Oversubscription Criteria
Where the number of applications exceeds the number of places available the Governing Body will apply the following over - subscription criteria in priority order.
1. Baptised Catholic ‘Looked After’ children, in the care of a local authority, within the parishes served by the school.
2. Baptised Catholic children within the parish served by the school. 
3. Other Baptised Catholic children. 
4. Looked After Children who are in the care of a local authority (children in care) or provided with accommodation by them (e.g. children with foster parents)
5. Children who have a brother or a sister at the school at the time of likely admission.
6. Children of other Christian Denominations. 
7. Non-Catholic children who have a brother or sister in the school at the time of admission.

8. Children of other faiths whose parents seek Catholic schooling.
9. Non-Catholic children whose parents seek Catholic education for their child. 
10. Children for whom the LEA has specifically asked for a place at the school.

All Christian applicants will be required to produce baptismal certificates.
NOTES

· Children with a Statement of Special Educational Needs who name the school must be admitted. This will reduce the number of places available to applicants.   
· In all categories, for a child to be considered as a Catholic, evidence of Catholic Baptism or Reception into the Church will be required. Those who face difficulties in producing written evidence of Catholic Baptism/Reception should contact their Parish Priest. Failure to provide evidence of Catholic Baptism/Reception may affect the criterion the child’s name is placed in. 
· For Catholic and non-Catholic children the definition of a brother or sister is:

·     a brother or sister sharing the same parents
· a half-brother or half-sister, where two children share one common parent
· a step-brother or step-sister, where two children are related by a parent’s marriage
· a step-brother or step-sister
· adopted or fostered children
The children must be living permanently in the same household

· Distances are calculated on the basis of a straight-line measurement between the applicant’s home address and a point decided by the school, usually the front gate.  The local authority uses a computerised system, which measures all distances in metres.  Ordnance Survey supply the co-ordinates that are used to plot an applicant’s home address within this system. 

· In a very small number of cases it may not be able to decide between the applicants of those pupils who are qualifiers for a place, when applying the published admission criteria. For example, this may occur when children in the same year group live at the same address, or if the distance between the home and school is exactly the same, for example, blocks of flats, or where there are twins (when the LA is considering twins, triplets or other multiple births for one remaining place, the family will be offered the place and may decide :
                    1.   if they will accept it for one sibling whomever they decide
                    2.  they decline the place and it is offered to the next person in the allocation after the       

                         twins/triplets/multiple births.

The multiple birth sibling(s) would not be given priority on admission other than considered as a sibling link once the family had accepted the place(s) offered for one of the twins/triplets/multiple births.
         If there is no other way of separating the application according to the admissions criteria and           

         to admit both or all of the children would cause the legal limit to be exceeded, the local 
         authority will use a computerised system to randomly select the child to be offered the final 
         place.
· The home address of a pupil is considered to be the permanent residence of a child. The address must be the child’s only or main residence for the majority of the school week. Documentary evidence may be required.
· Where care is split equally between mother and father, parents must name which address is to be used for the purpose of allocating a school place and proof may be requested.

· Admissions to St. Padarn’s Playgroup does not secure an admission to the Primary School. The Playgroup is an independent body and although many of the children do eventually attend the school, there is no guarantee of a place.
Signature (Chair of Governors) ______________________________ Date _________________
Signature (Head Teacher) __________________________________ Date _________________

SAINT PADARN'S RC. PRIMARY SCHOOL
[image: image1.jpg]



YSGOL GYNRADD GATHOLIG PADARN SANT
APPLICATION  FORM

Date of application ………………………………………. 20……..
Surname of Pupil ………………………………………………………………………………………….
Christian Name(s) …………………………………………………………………………………………
Child’s Date of Birth ……………………………………………………………………………………...
Names of Parents / Guardians Names ………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Postcode ……………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Tel.No. ………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Mobile No. …………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Denomination (e.g. Catholic, Anglican) ……………………………………………………………..
Name / Address / Telephone No. of Nursery attended or previous school:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Birth and baptismal documentation must be produced to support this application
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This box should be ticked to indicate that documentation has been seen.

Signature(s) of Parent(s) or Guardian(s) ……………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Date application received (school use only)………………………………………………………………………………

